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rampant in the world, and use their 
lives as sermons of rejection of the 
world. They try to find God, a new out- 
look on life, or their own meaning. 
Hours are spent in meditation and 
prayer. 

There is nothing wrong in withdraw- 
ing from the rushing world and trying 
to get our lives and our world into a 
new perspective. Without these mo- 
ments, or hours, we gradually “run 
down’ and collapse. Some of the great 
increase in mental illness can be attrib- 
uted to this need. 

In a true but limited sense, this is 
what we do when we enter our lodge 
rooms. Few of us will ever go into the 
wilderness to live and meditate, but we 
do withdraw from the world for a short 
time into a lodge. We place a Tyler at 
the door to see that we are not dis- 
turbed. We know the fellowship of 
Brother Masons; we transact business 
and make plans. But when the ritual for 
the degrees begins, we are to be in 
“meditation” on the meaning of our life 
in this world, on death, and on life after 
death. This is the reason we want the 
ritual to be done well and conversations 
to cease. One cannot really concentrate 
when concern is felt for the ritualist who 
may be forgetting his lines, nor when 
men are chattering on the sidelines. We 
have seen our degrees hundreds of times, 
but seldom do I see one in which I do 
not get new insights and inspiration. 

John the Baptist had to give up some- 
thing to go into the wilderness, and so 
do we when we go into the lodge. We 
have to sacrifice something to be there— 
fellowship with family, bowling, TV, or 
sleep. If we do not sacrifice for the 
lodge, then Masonry means little to us. 

The reference to John the Baptist 





Johne 


from the Gospel of Martiew says some- 
thing else about the man. He came out 
of the wilderness to talk to the people 
by the lakeside, on the roads, and in the 
towns. He shared with them the insights 
he had gained in his meditation. This 
has a message for us as Masons. What 
we have learned in the lodge about life, 
death, and immortality we should share 
with others. No, we cannot divulge the 
ritual, the secrets, or the exact context 
of the teachings. But, we must share the 
basic lessons learne@por they become 


weak and die in us. 
This sharing can be done by words, 


deeds, or life style. A Mason is a different 
man. If he is not, then he has failed to 
understand Masonry. Often in speaking 
to Masonic families, I have mentioned 
this, and some wives have expressed 
doubt! My only answer has been that 
they have no idea what he might have 
been, if he had not been a Mason! 

I have a newspaper clipping of a 
speech given by a senator in a national 
legislature of another nation. He knew 
nothing of Masonry, but proceeded to 
condemn it severely, and in one place he 
accused us of meeting in the nude. 
Many of my Masonic friends laughed at 
his ignorance, But the pathetic point for 
me was that I knew the president of 
that senate was a Mason! I am sure that 
the senator did not know this, but why 
didn’t he? Having lived in Asia, I know 
the reluctance to publicize Masonry, but 
| feel others should know something 
about the Fraternity by looking at our 
lives. If they sce something different, 
then they will want to know what it is. 
Who knows, it might be the opening for 
a new brother, | 

Secondly, John the Baptist represents 
humility. 


“There 
mightier than Í after me, the larcher e4 


John pres hesi cometh one 


shoes Tam not worthy to stor 
d f t 
(Mane 1.7; “He 


| must decrease 


whow 


down and unloose” 


must increase, but 
(Jons 4 W) 

For the Christian, this is Joho 5 testi- 
mony to) Jesus, and it i one of the css- 
nerstones of Faith Bus 
what does it say to us as Masons’ 

John the Baptist was willing for Jesus 
to go before and ahove him. Joseph Fort 
Newton called this “his self-effacing hu- 
mility.” He was glad to proclaim an- 
other's superiority. Are we? John knew 
his position and tried to fill it to the 
best of his ability. 

Fach Mason has a job to do. 
to know what ours is. It is not the 
as any other person's place, but it is as 
vital as his. Some have a task that is 
more prominent, but leadership carries 
with it greater problems and headaches’ 
The Junior Deacon may be not the 
highest post in the lodge, but have you 
ever seen a Worshipful Master open 4 
lodge without him? 

Every man in the lodge has a talent 
for something, and an interest in some 
phase of the work. He needs to feel 
pride in his work, and fee! important in 
it, for he is important. 

My father had a man come to him in 
church and ask to help. Dad asked if he 
could speak in public, teach a Sunday 
School class, sing, or what talents did he 
have. Nothing Dad mentioned seemed 
to be right, so Dad asked what he felt 
he could do? “Stand at the door and 
give out the hymnals.”” He did just that 
and added to the service. He was impor- 
tant, 

It takes humility to recognize our lim- 
itations as well as our abilities. This 
John the Baptist had. He could see an- 
other perform things he could never do, 
and he rejoiced in it. The lodge cannot 
exist without the real workers in the 
quarries. If everyone sat in the East, we 
would have a lodge out of balance. 

And yet, if one does rise to be Master, 
it still takes humility to see another 
Master have a greater year than ours. It 
is hard to praise him for it and really 
rejoice that Masonry is going forward. 
Our Fraternity is much more important 
than whether our leadership was greater 

than that of someone else, or whether 
one seems to receive more praise than 
we do. This is hard to accept in any 
phase of life, but the real Mason knows 
the humility that is exemplified by John 


the Baptist. 


the Christian 


We need 
same 
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SETH WARNER 


Leader of the Green Mountain Boys 


By JAMES R. CASE, 33° 
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tain Boys. But i'e Grand Historian of 
“FMOnt was misinformed at the time. 
The Seth Warner who was made a 
ason in the Lodge at Fairfield in 1764 
was a native of Middletown, born in 
1734 and graduated from Yale in 1758. 
He studied Medicine and began to prac- 
tice in Fairfield, Initiated and passed in 
June 1764, he “took the 3d Degree” 
more than a year later, when he was al- 
ready in office as Secretary of the Lodge, 
a position he held for several years. As 
such he was “clear of his quarterly 


taxes” and was to have a “pint bowl for 
Toddy.” 
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He is last on record on St. John’s Day 
in December 1768, dying the next April 
when only 35 years old. His death was 
hastened, it is said, by overindulgence in 
some of the medicine he prescribed to 
mend others. His wife, now twice a 
widow, soon followed him to the grave. 
He left no children but did leave a col- 
lection of more than 30 books. a consid- 
erable private library in those days. 
Another Seth Warner, born at Rox- 

bury, Conn., in 1743, with little school- 
ing but wise in woodcraft, had been in 
Vermont with his parents for a year or 
more when Doctor Seth. a remote 
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visited bi na ind 7 ne ae 
yi enda jn Phila 

deiphia, where in 1770 be married Neve 

Partara Meyer, daughter A 3 weji nila 

pA tT. 

on May 1771, he accepted a call fror 

oodrsuaxk, Va. where alho there was 1 

sizable Germar Comitnunity. His abilite 

l y 
to tpeak English and Cermati WAL an 
iipertant factor in his being wlhected 
However, as his compegationtobe was 
Episcopalian, it was required that he he- 
omne a priest A that church. The re. 
quirement was met when he was w eg- 
dained by the Bishop of the Chur: h of 
England in London in 17277 

He was cxceedingly well received in 
Woodstock and within two year 
recognized as a civic as well as a spiri- 
N gaat the region. He 

mu Y representative to the 
Virginia Assembly under Royal rule. 
When that Assembly was terminated 
and the call for a Virginia Convention 
under the Continental Congress was 
made, Pastor Muhlenberg, one of the 
few ministers ordained by the Church of 
England to support the colonies’ cause. 
continued to represent his region. | 

He served on several Convention com- 

mittees including one that recommended 
the formation of eight Virginia battal- 
ions of militia which ultimately would 
serve under General Washington. It also 
was recommended that one of the bat- 
talions be manned entirely from the 
German community and commanded by 
German officers. Upon the urging of 
George Washington and Patrick Henry, 
the Woodstock parson was chosen to be 
its commanding officer. Pastor Peter 
Muhlenberg became Colonel Peter Muh- 
lenberg on March 1, 1776. 

On the occasion of his farewell ser- 
mon, with his church filled to its abso- 
lute capacity, he mounted the pulpit, 
clad as usual in his black ministerial 
robe, repeated the liturgy, and delivered 
his sermon. Its text and the language 
have been lost, but in a narrative writ- 
ten 70 years later by grand nephew, 
Henry A. Muhlenberg, Pastor Peter was 


quoted in part: 
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wW as 


“In the language of the Holy Writ there 
is a time for all things, a time to preach 
and a time to pray, but those times have 
passed away. There ts a ume to fight, 
and that time has now come.” 


Upon pronouncing the benediction he 
removed his robe, buckled on his sword, 
and stood before his congregation in the 
full uniform of a Virginia Colonel. At 
this point, the former bonded apprentice 
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berer among them wz Commander of 
the Continental Army, General George 
Washington. It is surprising only that 
his petition had not been presented 
SOET. 

In Masmic Membership of The Founding 
Fathers by Ronald E. Heaton. published 
by the Masonic Service Association in 
1965, there appears the following from 
onginal lodge minutes: 


“Royal Arch Lodge Number Phila- 
delphia), dated April 13 i77 nd 
marked Lodge of Eme- 

General Peter Mu and Brgdier 
General James Hogan were Baliotted for 
and unanimously approved and Initiated 
in Virtue of a Dispensation granted 
them for that purpose by the Right 
Worshipful Grand Master, They paid 
their lodge dues Of $60 to the treasurer.’ 
“Later entries showed the Fellowcraft 
Degree on April 15, 1779. and Master 
Mason on April 17, 1779, (original 
record, Royal Arch Lodge Number 3).” 


Brigidier 


In November 1/83, the General re- 
turned to his family and the home of 
his parents in Trappe. For a short time 
he considered following his earlier incli- 
nation to enter business. The idea was 
dropped, however, when early in 1784 
he was appointed to direct the distribu- 
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is a member of jordan Lodge 
No. 673, FAAM, and the Scottish Rite Valley of Allentown. 
Pa. He is an administrative assistant with the Allentown- 
Lehigh County Chamber of Commerce, and a former 
Chiet of the Information-Education division of the Penn- 
sylvania Fish Commission. tarler he conducted his own 
advertising agency His "Nimrod & Angler’ Newspaper 
column and radio program were regular teatures of Allen- 
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a served atermittently, in that 

aie ail the period ending in i801, 
hen he was elected to the United 

vw 

States Senate. | _ 

f that year, President Je 
gece r of Inter- 


son appointed him Supervisor 
nal Revenue for Pennsylvania. He re- 
signed his seat in the Senate to accept 
the position. One year later the Presi- 
dent tapped him again, and he became 
General Collector of the Port in Phila- 
deiphia. It was one of the most remu- 
nerative posts the President could be- 
- During his late years Peter Muhlen- 

berg became a powerful figure in Penn- 

sylvania politics. His interest in. concern 

for, and support of the Church was like- 

wise intensified. He held the appo:nicd 

position in Philadelphia until his death 

on October 1, his birthday, in 1307. 

He was buried with full military hon- 
ors alongside the Augustus Church in 
the town of his birth. His wife, who had 
given him six children, had passed awa, 
a year earlier. 

The inscription on the marble slab 
covering his grave reads: “He was brave 
in the field, faithful in the cabinet. hon- 
orable transactions, a sincere 

friend, and an honest man.” He was a 
Mason. 
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By OSCAR A. GUINN, JR., 32 


For a number of vears 1 have won- 


dered why our Masonic lodges are dedi- 
vaied to the Holy Saints John—St. John 
nhe Baptist and St. John the Evangelist. 


l could understand it if all our members 
$ eC} ristians. Dut that is NOL true, We 
$ 4 f 


men of many faiths, many denomi- 


nations and the followers of many 
' i 
creeds This can be a weakness, but Ma- 
Bn if bu made it a strength., 
às j 
Many have written on one, or both 
mothe Saints John We will not review 
bie t we hbolariĘs work BOV but let us look 
a paragraph fro 


a paper written for 
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hn's birth 
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I aber), Was of 


daughters ol A We have 
his birth being predicted by an angel in 
Lurr 1. He was Benn WX months before 
Jesus, who was his Cousin, Ile was or- 
dained a Nazarite from birth, A Naza- 
rite was one set apart for God, usually 
for a period of time; but it seems John 
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d Story oj 


was designated one for life, They could 
use no alcoholic beverages, could never 
cut their hair, nor approach a dead 
body of anything —.vt even of a close 
relative, 

John lived near the Dead Sea for part 
of his life. The Roman Catholic scholar, 
Jean Steinmann, in his book Saint John 
the Baptist and the Desert Tradition, associ- 
ates him with the Essene sect. This is of 
great interest today for scholars, because 
the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls 
was made in an ancient monastery of 
the Essenes on the shores of the De 
Sea, Certainly many of their 
be traced in John’s thought 
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This cousin ot je Uh à 
two main characteristu ‘ 
think they have a mewae 
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One is Ascetucium NMarrwen * 
says that “In those dave «a 
Baptist preac hing in the wridecrme. 
Judea . And the same John had 
raiment of camel's hair, and a leaihern 
girdle about his loins, and Ms | wa 


locusts and wild honey 
UNATE» 


This is a perfect picture ot 
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of monks who hved in the 


the Middle East and North Mruma 
There have been countless such perons 
in Christianity, Judaism, and tsiam. in 
fact, vou can hind them 19 aby relies 
in any place, and in any centur 

L hese persons withdraw [roth Wn 
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